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Editorial 

The New Millennium 

A Ihnnt^rd yaerg is ten weighty a subeol far me to dea^ 
■■vil: i l w 3. iti— it mysolt to Ih-D &tandard groering 5 of Happy Nsw 
Ve«r. 3ut In passing I v^uuld like jainiiid of my reteiuncjs 
si., thn New FteJiaigsarce, n Newsleas:. Le&amCcr tS99. L±i 
l 3 live cur IV53 In accordance ^Ifh +1* tsws of oatere in which 
ca^e we might sutifcfei tor another 1000 /Bars 


fenkino syvsr the akhbar QOOtt v;nrch gives kk A BAR 
tboLT 0.0 days, and I teynd tho toltewing nme*? by £,-= lm Ail 

B l shall canllne rrysett merely Id certa n "rappenlrga in l : w 
sphere ct loca oiri^io:ogy. I'hEre s nothing nn.iausl in i:t?_ 
happenings, bu* these will oe inlem^l nq r=K^.fri 3 &(Ebil J 50 yottrs. 
lha ;-f: nerfl I ion now \ \ the bud uf whom I hays high 
wll Smd them ec- <1 hope) 1 

Twu [l-puka fteiulngSe 45Q and 26] flying North on 
2fi.4A3; 2 pairs green bee-caters and o^epir'V.'hlte breasted 
khgfisttera nesting io A: M_r*ad eompaunc. Fl:la i*iG ^lu^- 

cheexed for SUie-failed 7] be?-esi?r5 &fwcared Dvern;ctil 

1 >tfi, 24th May reopoet-vc fy a he r r n; ny y nd stnrrry n irjt s^ l s si 
Olyfh'H r eihiJ wft-bl«j Eriornh^j 25 L: May. Qi's aalr tiiai-rei 

bflthters- te. 1st iMTie SyF- HFnr 'LFStifip/ \ ' 1 '- ' D Mfl j " 

Saitei Ai 
27.5.1943 

The fir&t attomot to catch birds *Lth. a rrisi net erided 
a-sastrouL-Ey. Bcoweon ail yostaiday (1-3 To'A and i.pio 2 om 
traylb Nov) prijyu bhdswore "sught ^ r onbtror. 
1 gneydrsrga, | dlyt'n'&feed warmer. I stand -3rd lv^ft r nge^ 
N:j. 2 ca". iivjy ah^i fwjc.h 1 nhl^g and drawing blood. Wilb a 
r ujn bar nl nel* sr d enl n »£i a si c nfitl? r s : ^ rri sur^ . s .- m ? v“ry 
nseFi.l ik -xuild brrdone in« in I-i^ieivals belwee ■ “- ! i _ 
Hrirt_- slE5epinf|." 

Salin All 
I0jy>. 19-30 

ApaT Irorr cok ng ih-oucn ole rocof-ds. I had a lew tr r l It 
H ncEsunteiy jn 1:i“ Fiete On 19 \ : ov I n conp'o "f ashy 
evi'alltnv £ihiriki?s \Arimiujs fusLuf; »>-! a telegraph wire near 
1 ■ ie pnnri Tr*= se birds which wer™ seen in la rga ii rjeks do cado 
a go --ar* 

Eli tfi* sight ef [hs Mills nr ium on this same day vris o’ tl=t 
^nir&belllfidfishL"C, isaa) sa-^e. E was walk ng an M s b»ach 
hoanewa-^ds, when ter ncr>-rei-ieyj.>llc*!nte rea-on | lLir r c=<: mmji nJ 
arffi"wittnin 53 metres \ sav; t^ds motile w.th oulstrolcticd wings 
vailiito 1 vj^filw^rds Eyviiid& the sea rh^r^ was 3-fariy strong 
breeze a.-c tre sird hfiedF^ It was abte to advance v.llhoul 
snglFt Flap csi r hB v.nncrs cr sssmingly nc m-ov^rnsni at si unti* 
ir crjvHrai Ilia [liHtanne n- abnu; 1/? ^ terinng. When rt reac^isd 
tbo- edge c^ftieocea" r l was ozt llcob l banik&ii aisepiy qi: 
fis rlnht melting a ninety degree; tu p n m.or^ oko^a^TJy 133f 
any EiicRPfl can d? Dut:wftH- & Kccnd:- i:clc an about^tr 
(as H-bi II tsm s dtr ularty!. drop i ike a st-cr e, caught 

IT5 prey m itsteJois and fisopBd away Ll- ls: d dr i a r l-il -l ii- i- e 
waCEr, w := te j aw ay farm e ti see w j sl ii had OF-u^hr. Bur ri 
Its subsequenl fiiliarsa - hoFding it prey ir iis ciaw.s, Lsndii *>_j 
doi^n tearing tbs vteriFTi to ptc-css v/hh -cf^s, 11 bought it counJ 
bs on* o ; U = - IdrjBc ptoners, h^ve se’d?r-. ^=en ^ mere 
E-irrastlirirj w:y\ I iM^tch^d the S0€in9 for .='0 mi"He! & until too 


KrhFm Diary 

VJs were in Klblm froen 24ili Onicbftr so ?4sn Wovsmc-or, 
and Anisn .A^dhaia b^s wr : aen in this issis acciit nis 
visit to our pF"oo during rh-Fs oenod. But wfvJe in Khirr 


eagifl t?n oqiEhsd its m=^i_ Tn^fi ii walked into a pool, 'wasb^ : 
ils bank, ari-ij llaw nway grsjthwords lowards A:ibsg The 
n-estlng season tstom October to jL.ne. si id wfi ■i^ard iI'.hhp. 
bird? cn a number ct wovsEDns calling with n^i- special Far 
reaching kenk - ksnk - kenk - h&n.A. 


Wishing all our Readers a very Happy ^ Prosperous Millennium Year 2000 | 












W&Ytstetter for BMwstcbers 


Another Interesting sig.it was of a common grey hoinbill 
family (Tocfous birDstite), Ihe one witii u w*sque on sli> bill. 
There waj 9 two adults and two young ones, which we think 
had nested in a very suitable hollow In a |amun iree, According 
\o the syce, these bids cften come and have a Tud fcath 
near ihe stables Is thfe a well known fact about hcmbiifs 
Dfeenhg themselves in this has hi on? 

From Lly Bookshelf 

it is a great pleasure to look through books which we "-ave 
read long ago and stacked away collecting cust. In Lhe prwsss 
ol ousting them I came across Himalayan and Kashmiri Birds 
(1 &23 j. The author Douglas Dewar whites in tPie prefriue . 
“Paradbxiual though it may sound, the value of this- book lies 
largely in its omiesiuriu! If this key had iidudcd all t h o birds of 
Kashmir end U Himalayas B it would have bewildered the user 
by its conpfexity, and so failed In its nhjoct" This is wha: I 
feel about some of the checklists which I receive for the 
Newsletter. Omitting some species which car be taken fer- 
granted and describing a few specie I ones lr greats^ detail 
morphologically, ccologioaNy e^sthetica ly ? woud make 
the piece more enjoyable and educative Even in describing 
birds, too many minor details an? not always helpful. We must 
dc^nrihe the *wood". not the ndivdua! tree This is how 
□ouglfi-fl Dewar describes the white-capped redstart . |: A 
feathered exquisite. A snow-white cap: remainder of head, 
whole neefe breast, wings aid upper back, rich velvety black. 
Tail, ruins a~d abdomen blight eheeLr-ul red, so that as the 
olid leaps ■'■"ors i a bcukfer n midstream I me the air 7 it looks aa 
-.hough it were on 1rre.' ! fn rraso few words the habitat of Trie 
bird also is vividly indicated 

Richard Fitter's Conlrlbiitkirt 

I was Eerie in requesting Rlchqrd to coniributa forouMQlh 
Annlversaiy number, bir hem is what he sent Far newcomers 


i would like fe say that Richard, for many years Honorary 
Secretary and then Vice President of Ihe Fauna A Flora 
Preservation Society of Lcindnn, hnr, torn ihe author of seveial 
books on birds and wild flowers, end has been reapcnsibla 
for many conservation preji^ worldwide, including C pension 
Oryx. 

My Best Birdwatching Experience 

By far tffe most astonishing birtAvatching &xperi&rje 
i everhadwason VE Day + 7, May 9, 1945, ms day 
after flic end of the war in Europe. Jo^r, Parrinderana 
i had decided tu cuicbwtv it by going down so she 
marshes on tfry south side of the Thnmps esninty 
of London, .3 favoured pre-war hirrfwMching site. We 
were astounded to he rewarded with the sight of two 
black-winged suite, a bird which neither o f us had eve-.' 
no nr ,, nr/d which had be* n a v^ry rare pre-war visitor. 
Like most people who s&e stilts for the first time, we 
could not believe how tong their tegs were, and ihe 
experience enabled me to ho sura that Richard 
Richardson, the artist for my Rocket Guide to British 
Birds : painted the tegs iunu enough, 

IV& found out inter that there had been a mrrtor 
invasion of Bugiartd t?y stiffs that yeah because ihe 
Dutch hadopenad their flood gates to foil th& Germans, 
so that the stiite were driven asvsy from tneir breeding 
grounds i r n the Nethcrtinos Altogether a t teas! \en pairs 
were- recorded in England, two ot which bfvd 
*ucC''e$$tu!ly at Nottingham sewage farm in the 
Midlands. 

Richard ntt&rpdfterChinnor Hiii^ Cl tinner Oxen, England 





Birdwatching in New Forest, Dehra Dun 

Dr. JOSEPH GEORGE, ICO. 5A Cross Road, HIO Cnteny, RMV ti Stage, Bangalore 560 094 


N ew Feietri, Lhe campus or Forest Resonmh Institute in 
^ Cleh ra Dur i, UP was a gc od place to begi n watahi ng brrds 
in the n id-194 Os. BridE oFtho p.ain3 mingle friare with hir-rfe o 4 
the Himalayas. Serna of the sights and sounds sill Tesh Fn 
my ms men/ ffor those early days am goldfinches. on thhsties. 
a flock of minfvets (fitting over some shrubbery hardly one 
matte above the ground, the laughternf white-created laughing 
Ehru&heG, and ihe pc-etralrng seng ol the whistling thrush 
before su r rise B irri I ife on (he cam sus was so rich that in or iy 
y&ar over 100 spec as were seen in grtjying uver a hsFf hectare 
gE'rifin 

A iock cf fungle babblers noo&Lec; on a conifer rree- In th 's 
pardon. The birds preferred afeiriy open location but itir rained 
coniinuously tor a few nights, they would move to anotli^i 
tree with denser foliage. Aft pi ihe -a ins stopped it wu eld take 
them ^ few days ag^in to return to the preferred lucuiion. This 


floc.< ^ostared one or somet : rrico two young pied crested 
cuckoos in most seasons. The cunknos wo_.d roo^t by 
then sol v&g on an adjaccrt branch to ihe foster parens, bjt 
never wlh them, 

■Hie garden had nc nesing silos for hole nesiers. Magp e 
robin, hlackheacfed «nd wmrron mynas, house and 
throated sparrows and fjveetrip&d p^Jn squirrel nested in 
bamboo nasthoxes put up on the young Ir&es: ii i ihe garden. It 
was amazing how bfeckheaded mynas could turn around in 
bamboo only 7.5 cm In niemal diameter, In which they .■:«sfed. 
RolioFS showed intfl-net i-i the nestbox^y, but common mynas 
p^ov^d treubflesome Id them. Magpie robfns a 1 ways held their 
qrourrcl against the mynas. Observations made in one nesting 
season on 54 r-astbovea of bamboo fn New ForeyL aro 
recorded in indt #n Eorestet, 1956. Vol. S4, pp.SB7-6P2 
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S^mboo is ion tough a malarial for barbate fo penetrate. 
Ss a □ cm hote was iuiI In zh.a wall nf an Interned© pi bamboo 
the nole plugged w di aoft wood and the bo.* put up on a bee. 
Green barbels out open Ihe plug cur did nos neat in the box. A 
rote on this ncsttox has been published in NL3YY. 


Another bird ’hot seeded to prefer facing west was a 
info j shacked shrike white "costing. Only one individual wae 
observec for aboutlen nights roosting in a thorny ^foushush 
about r wo mcrieG above the croi jnd Fvery night toe hire ta^ed 
west alrhnugh r bad El r$iO:Oe o* perches torraosling. 


Hoopoes readily nested in an into node of bambeo with a 
hole m the SEptum (partition wall between n odes) at one eno, 
placed horizontally and framed with bricks over a wall under 
the eaves of the house in trie garden. The borrihdo nad a 
somewhat rectangular section. Whether a cyl hdrical bamboo 
would nave teen acceptable fo the hoopoes and 'iiihclhnr the 
brick framing was naaossary arm inters? rmg question© On 
she other |- an d Ihe bamboo n the above nest site was p robably 
quits superfluous ! 

A block of wood wfl a a bottle shaped cavity scooped cui 
of it and Ytxs-d To the ceiling of toe garage was lak-sn by hoi tee 
swifts. The Open empty yarage probably suggested a gsvs to 
lho high J yrng swifts who, nn coming cown to lnvesilg£i* 
would have seen the nestbox in landed for rad rum pad 
swallows. It was always thrilling to watch rhs nesting swifts 
d.~e from great heights and shoot up to the nes-bex in a 
graceful paracola, Swallows rook such n esf boxes installed 
^Isewirere in New Forest, 

We-I made nesIboKQS of wood put up 15 years late r to 
attract b irds to £ newly pEanted garden in Bangafore were efl 
stolen I 

An astonishing nesting site tor a pair of purple sunwards in 
New Forest was a chain altachcd to o flushing astern in a 
b^ilinuofTi I was at Ihc washbasin h ihs oalhroom whe^ I 
heard ©unbinds behind me. Turning round. I saw the pai r of 
purely sunbirds Hying away from Ihe chain. Seated comfortably 
ir the bedroom with the door to Eh-? baihrnom @ ar could 
watiil i ihe female sunbirc construct hsr nasi over a peiod o*: 
Hva dcjys. After building a solid cone or toe usual materials 
Cached to ths chain, rhsclrd Dlunged narhsadandEhoulclers 
nto Itte middle of It so mzk# :=_ large hole through it. I romsmhsn 
tv heart pounding when I grasped the significance of ihis 
action. Whal a pimple methoc ro males a hanging pouch I 
Once the hole- was mads, the bird got into ft end shook toe 
botfon dbwn to form The pouch. The hole to the rear was also 
closed. Detailed description of nest conflimpfion is giwn In 
JBNHS, 1S5-3, Yd, 56, pp.4-20 42 3. 

Large numbers cf purple- sunhirris rented In New Forest. 
Musi of the nests were so oriented ihas ihe silting suntvrd 
fanned Ihe setting sun. 


Tne greater pari: of New l-oresi extending to seme 3'"5 
h^r.-fores could be described as a parkland. Th$ dts-tribuiton 
nf magp e robins Fnd b : ack dr&ngos in ihis area ona summer 
was mapped by listening to iheir predawn song and calls 
respocflvDiy. Inspsrtion duirngthe day showed the presence 
of fomole magpfo robfos along; with mEl?s in several of Ihe 
sites whe^e their song was heard before dawn. However all 
rhe sires wera no? inspected and it is net certain trial al! the 
males wens paired. No attempt was made to ascertain whelher 
©ech calling drongo represented a pair or rot. The number of 
magpie robins heard before dawn was around 90, that is one 
bind in about four hHciares About Ihe same number cl Ul^ck 
Irnngns were also heard cal! tog before dewn, 

Ine delayed reaction oi babblezs tu changes in weather 
nas been mentioned. The Himalayan whistling Huush was 
observed to sfow in necogn sang the progressive teriylhentig 
of dsy after Ihe winner solsb'ca. The waky up call and song 
oi the bind was -teard a bout 20 minutes before sunrise, Hxcspt 
■Atian to a sky was overcast throughout M even bar and 'ill 
afcoui December 22. That is, the c* : I was heard late r and late: 
in the morning as sunrise became Idler, Then when ounrtes 
became progressively ^arlie- sites the solstice. Ihe Ihrush did 
r^oT immediately respond fob. Tlia inform between Ihe bird's 
call end sunrise aarrow^d steadily, readied a minimum of 
about ton minutes and then slow-y widened to the so rife r £0 
meni.ies by about January i| continued like that ihrough 
Ferirua-y-, but as trie date for the bird's depai Lure to the nilh 
approached, the call was heard 30 minutes or mors before 
sunnse. 

Changes in th& avifauna of New Forest with the changing 
seasons w&re quito striking. A cou^^ , of Ihe whl:e wagioiEs seen 
on eishs-^ids cf the road on my way to work in the mornings 
showed that heir number was maximum m spring arid aulumr 
auogs$ting ihar New Forest ;s on theirm^gralfori route, ijnriinn 
Farmer. " EJ6T Vol 37, pp.572-575). Data for bteck drcngcs 
pointed to their status ss psriia migr&rts. 

Do goldfinches visit New Forest now, | wooder. Thera is 
probably no roorn for thistles. 


mm 



The Making of a Birdwatcher 

PfiOr. AHUmCHALAM KUMAR , P O. Box 53 .. Mangaftw 575 001 


B elated though Thi^ manuscript ts, for possible publlptttoii 
in the 401h Anniversary Issue of fos Ne-wsletrer, U Is my 
fond hopa trial It may be canted sometime teller as the import 
of trie Item may have some impact on novice birdwatchers, 
who bes des be.ng flummoxed by the shades, sTres, hues 
and “ihotogy of birds, often find the sctenl-lic terminologies, 


trinomials ana checklists ebaolmsjy rtemoralistorg. My mftiatton 
into th^ awaunal woria came about through ura-suaS svenis 
that transpired about 15 years ago. 

Moving into my just touylit -tew tile’rooted home in tha 
rain drenched city on the weal coast, Mangafore, my eye 
caught sigbl of an ugly miss of bric-a-htno ihat 1 found 
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SuSpeniiorl fron the door post just overhead. Closer 
□hsiHr rtliai i, revealed :: to be a nsst of a ki nd, with two chicks. 
Bidding! my ternily to leave Ihe nest alone. i made a quick .exit 
From Lhe scene to my institute. Mini storing to reluctant mad cal 
students in the formalin Inhwed dissection hall, appeared a 
belter oalknlhan hanging around a nnw horns, with cement, 
paint, carpenters and ma^nri-s raising dust and decibel. 
Returning for lunch, I noticed the dangling nest was missing. 
All questions on the mysterious disappearance, were 
answered, by nil, masons and !abo jr Included, by a shake of 
their houds, aid queer glance askance, me look signifying 
unspoken corn mauls on my strange new love for birds. After 
lh± lot had repaired tor their I sat down in the Open 

vsranda h, wh an I noticed a tiny fc ird, cbatteri nrj end mi itterln g 
flying lo and fro. The noth&^ tlrdl Agitated ana alarmed The 
sorties Ol the bird, appeared lo revolve ancons a particular 
pillar st the northeast corner of the verandah nhackod the 
spot, where the bird -ad hoy ore d again end ayah, even 
peering between th-~ potted plants arid uiuLons. The bird, 
howm/f-r wh'a ndFjrnarit. It persisted, twitter-ng and chirping. St 
tha-. spcL It was then lhal I noli wd Ihe carpenter's tod bag. A 
cloth E-ack, Usq at i‘& rnculh, standing against the pillar Witn 
growing doLbt„ and Trepidation, I open id lie sack. Inside was 
a pink palythens disposable plastic bag, amidst awls, adzes 
and hammers, In this plasic peueh, stuffed, was the nesl. I 
quickly retrieved the contents finding on^ dead abide, and 
another barely alive. Much tn the eintlon and euphoria of the 
mother hen I carefully cupped the buncle o’ .featoers in my 
palm, walked up to the onmpnund wall, and rdpaaod the noiidy- 
to-fly fledgling. Bodi baby.and mother, hoppeo away into the 
Ihickets and shrjbbey beyond. 

Two ihlncs stood out in die cycle of events. One, the 
persistence wlh which the mother bird h^d indicated i.he site 
of the stolen nast to me. and the olhe.% the confidence she 
had, :n my Intafpreii r g nar signals. haac nated by tird sinology, 
I embarked on a serious study of birds, a pastime 'which ever 
the yaars ha* developed into a passion; with over ten write^ 
ups in tr.e Newsletter, a book on Wildlife biology, convening 
of a workshop on avifauna, serving s^ate representative fn 
the WWF-Kamataka becoming life-member of the 
Ornithological SncFaty of India mnducfng nature camp* for 
r;hlldfen at Bandipur and Mulhodi, writing a checkliEl or 
MsngaIcre hirds .. snd tn tap itall. having the honourgf hoing 
selected. after a sorics of intonriews following an all riidia 
advertlsarrierib as the Executive Director ol the Bombay 
Natural History Society, after Mr. J.Q, Danis's reUremenl (a 
post I passed up for personal reasens} and y/nting more than 
EG abides on biros in newspapers! 

Who would have guessed trial a small purple sunblrd 
(Nect&nma asiatica) would have ope^d io many doers, to 
so mary pursuits and so many new friends. By the way, cid I 
mention that The sunbird's chicks aiso put me into bird 
embryology a science in which I completed my (Master of 
Surgery degree) Dissertation and for which I received the 
Padmashri TMA Pai Gold Medal fo? oricinal research.... 





Last evening, when I 
released an adult bam 
owl ha"ded over to me by 
g city reside- 11 . I felt a 
strange thrill fhn‘ In 
sot re 5ir^II way, I am 
g-vhg back to nature: 'Ik 
own genu pool, besides 
schooling h jndredE ul 
cityfalk on the 
bauelasiariees of their 
sinisier theories cn cwl$ 
a* harbingers of the evil 
eye. I also thank the 
Newsletter for givina 
hubby birders like me, 
chance to 

experience and knowledge. no - in sc:entitle argon a,,« 
legatee, but rn prose and common tengus After all, the 
nn other purple sun bird, did speak to me, not in any tongue I 
knew, but in uni versa! language . common system of 
communication that conveys, grief, sornow, elation and alarm, 
decipherable to ali living beings and n^piinnp. 
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Presentation Features of Maimed Birds 

In t^e -decade since the WYj’F-India Siato Gpmmltt&o aloriy 
with the Rotary 0\vb r conducted a 'Workshop on Avifauna' in 
bangalore-, awareness of ifio nsed la eon'serva ha hirst and 
foster b.rowatching, have grown quila rema-k^hly ^tie? 
sc util west coast H tlioygh "andicap^ad by the annual fou" 
month deluge curing the monsoonc, is fairly fsound in its bird 
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life A £ pin-off from the wq rtshop has been the regular 
frequency wi$i which distress phone cal-s are made ta me, <^n 
"wjw-tu 1 and wl tLzI lu-do' with u rirjL^uti bird ur Iwu hat hss 

been found here and Thera. within and even outskte =fte city. 
Often too. maimed. orphaned or Trapped birds are hroi^ght 
home, "or rahabiKtedion or nursmq. A good &fsuch 

‘patients 1 ^ r e released or. recovery, in the period citso. some 
add modes of pro&jtilndons oi ihc ivi an cationis, hove 

intrigued me. A cinnamon tlftem {toteycta cfnnamome^ 
'ler^ly Alive., that crashed ir.jn :i ho?i*| window c-ane* dunnga 
qustv monsoon nigh^ a ftilty decapitated Indian robrn 
{SuxiCQfQidez futiosia), a dag-manned sreen L-arbet 

(J^t^fea/ma zeyAa-oma) a 13 me fie rigs Img n^rie" kite (jWvus 
F tijgJBng), a car-biiien Indian pitta iPffia brachynm ), a hrnvun 
~ ovs'B (Mitot scufiirslaj Llnat ere shed nto a matercyulisiS 
helmet - needless to adg, sion^en^Qised bkds were 

either dead or died soon a^rhste^cver. the most common 


bird brought to me was the blua tcck pigeon (Co.'urnde m v> : . = . 
mo$5. often '*i|!i bkoton wing(s) through flying into cefimg fan 
blades. I am ndebted 1 a many reads-a ntfha NeiA r ?Ie“^;rr 
educating to on the ffuances of feeding and treatment ni 
snjure-' bnfc (in response to sn sartter wri:=-up of min* on Ke 
MgnQBkifi* mission]. 

Six-y two birds havs been sent to of which 41 flew 
away afar medical intervention and rehahii'rtetion ! n my senes 
&wte n ktea and trows recovered weH, but pigeons. bulbuls 
coppersmith v..=.-bets high mort^itv rete&i, 
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Of Kingfishers and Wells 

S A rfUSSA'N. Hussain Manzrf, Anakars Hosd. Kgfk&fa 574 104, Aemstifea 


P :o! Anin&uSMilan Kumars observations on. kJn-^she? 

hunting Inwelf (NLBW Vei 30(4) Juiy/August 1S99^natly 
prompt no to write whet I ted been thinking of doing far die 
past one ye sir Prof, Kumar lives scout 54 km from Ihe town 
wnere f ae Karbala, ano I &m sure he isi*v b^ to observe 
and wnlirm wtel I am going to write-hero. 

Economic: progress and moctamtsalion have a definite 
adverse eftect on tha Environment around us While it is 
reaching alarming proportions ii. various degrees in divers 
habitats leading to disappearance or even kx^-.l extinction of 
specif. Eiiere are s!so subtle yet sign?'can: changes %akino 
place wh^rrh not necess^jlly be for the wors^ Certai ■-■ 
specie? of snim^s and plants quickly adept thejmselves to 
changing environmeiil. f wou2d liks io share my observations 
on kingfishe r (tJ-ree bpp) as my town. 

My ancestral house Ls on ?be bank of a small rhcalion 
terik celled Anekera, iivhtch hosts P a± any given ivr\&, cv&r 3Q 
sosdes of birds, many cE them breeding '/isilons. Th^ tv .nk t° 
stiuated at Sfie snirance of |he igwn and Is suFOimcted by 
orchards, coconut groves ana pa ndyfields on one sid-i and a 
busy mean road on th^ other. 

Tti^ Imk has bttsn a regular huntirtg ground for common, 
white;reastec and storitbillad king&shfirs and Utese o&uW b$ 
E-.mvT throughoirf yesr. However, ! had o&cn un^tb^e lo 
locate their nesfe. TIj^v obviously bred somewhere neaiby — 
as eviJencod from Ibe fledcad young hefr.g on wing by 
the parents. 

Last year \u bA&y \ noticed e common Pdftglish-er perched 
on the draw bar or cno of ibe -wn we s n my backyard- k had 
a fish in its bea?;. As I watched it Ec-r a wNIe Ifom a little 
cistarce away, it suddenly dived into tbu welt Wren I -want io 
"--o wqH and peered over, ih& birrj wfla nov^hene to bo s&en, | 


«0S a bit apprehensive ahemt its safety but was evgntuaJly 
Selicnted t:o see i: emerge frem a hole on th# sid& or lh^ w&!l 
about 1.5 r-,-from ground level. Obviously it had o nsst there 
aJid was feeding ihe young I kept £ watch on this nes: und 
■e-verttualiy had in a sEtis-acticn. rri seeing :hreri young 
succaasMiiy emerge from tbs nest and oiear out of tse well. 
R'Pte there we^& no dead ohicks floalmg r> (he wel 1 water 33 
was aoparant Lh^J there wore hc-mfehaps to this brood 

White watei.ng ira "-::av= nest I =rso discovered lhat 
another pn!r had been noting n c-ur secor-G wall whlcti is 
abOLC 25 t: iron She tinsi o - jo. Ttuayun I did , r mt actualiv 
ihe ^jneigencB af any brood. I am we tney too were 
EUC09SSTU'. as bid no: SCO any dead chocks m that >v.^, 

“c my ; inter rtekghi the pair (was it Lhtf ssirno?j 2 tfh? first 
wetJI nested two months f^tbr ate ! could see the pair 
incubating in tumt. Linfbttunafaly th=s nme te&vy fnonsuon 
had set n and the- rising weir water came up much above t\& 
nest and as a consequence ti^a aggtA:!licks perhaps sot 
drown* i 

L made a survey of nearby wells In e radius of ahnur 2-3 
km end wsa rewardsd by [he discovery of a pail af sslatkbJUf d 
hmrjfisherTS nesting m ths w^ll i/“ the nearby MosqL-e, d p«ir :■■ 
whftebrsssted kirtgi-i^ief^ noting in another well he-c-ngico 
te s pirate house carnway. t then spread the wore in the 
naighbourhoad asking anyone to Ir-rorm nty If itey -oticoq 
asy birds ^siting wells. Four people reported seeing 
kif*gfisIteF£ ittey wore g^j'te famJiar n hour birds ^ We 
cloesJy exarninad, the wdls and found the nest hole? i- each 
l>- them. Though I personsjy not se-9 i!, my n:?u;minTS 
assured me iftar rhe hrrds were sei^n te^ently flying infq z 
wens. FroTr fhe.r description I could gather that they were *N 
'■vhitebreasted kingria^u' =;. So. otir rairy it! nes - ng 

•n wells in that month (Kl*y) w^.s - vtvo pairs ni common, cna 
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pair of storfcbEll&d and five pairs ot whitebreaated within 2 km 
radius of the tank! 

We d-d not actually sas if any olthes shunted I nth? well? 
ST all, btl as otenty nf food was available in tha lank as well as 
nearby paddy Ftel'JS Sind we;'ands P the birds perhaps had no 
ne^d to feed on any fish in the wells. 

Whai made these birds prater nestirg in the wells 1 / Once 
again I made a reconnaissance of the nesting wells. All the 
weila ssem to have one common facior- all of them hod hesn 
fitted with decide iinimr^iblH pumps foi lining water fo: 
domestic use. it was apparent that these days hardly' anyone 
used the Ired rtlon ai puttey-and-rop* method to draw well watg - 


Wi 

[ was invited by Ihe FjLd'tiillyEi to visfl Lhern in Kihirn on 7th 
November Kihirn, wth its long coaetl ne studded* with 
casurlna is about 17 km , as re crow flies, ftom the Gatewsy 
of India, Mumbai. However It Is shout 150 km hy road I 
decided to lake the much s ‘oner waterway. The boat journey 
from the Gateway tc Mandwa and then Uhs bus journey from 
Maudwg to Cnonfti wenc smooth and scoitc. From C-hondl, 
Mursd Martzil is Ihree kilomfiterti whidi I uuvured by tha 
"Ubiquitous' auto rickshaw. I had sferfed at 7:--& hi U urn the 
Gateway arKJ reached Kihirn oeach ai9:3d h'. 

Mr Futehally has often written about his birdmg 
experiences a: this place, which also happens tn be -hs 
locator where the late Dr, Salim All conducted his initial aird 
research on weaver bl rdr>. 

After a customary waim r^c^ptlon by Mrs. Laeeq. 
Mr Tutehal.y and | headed torIhs^teil. Thebirdliteinlhy region 
back in ths fifties end I was told, was admirable cwinc 

\q the ccnbinatibn ol a tropical, muisl he id Kemi-evergrecr 
lorest, a vast undisturbed teach and thick mangrove swamps. 
Although, I knew lltal it would be foolish to expeclto sse it In 
Its past glory, I allowed my cpt:m sm io override 3ny 
reservations I hnd. In spite of the -act that the tralf rur$ 
alongside aperies of privately cwnad E>eeuh liousee* it is still 
surprisingly lush and tranquil- Our mail commenced with the 
sighting of a black-naperi mnnar^h [black-naped bEue 
flycalcher) searching for insects in the giant wood spiders 
web high up te a Ficus ig&l&iterin. The oopp-ersmith with Us 
monotonous u ptiK-puk-puf£ and the golden ohote w (tia 'riuch 
harsher "chrrrafl" ssem^ri m herald the Eruifincoi lha ba-yan 
tree, which would provide them with vital nutrients throughout 
winter Th& blank Hroncjo, an egoistic bird, tried its best to 
make its presence teJfcwhha peiEielenl 'Witch pik-pi It loo 
made the most of the banyan, probably Dickin-g- liny insects 
(wasps?) that come to lay theii cqpk in LEib rio^nac fruits 

The dark under-story naturally hud ils shar/i of avian 
residents - spotted doves, red vented & red wnisk&ris.c bulbul 
Eurasian ohiffchaff and Itia e;>rr non tailor bird. As we tried to 


and any disturbance at wells seem3 to have been minimised 
except for occasronal repair and maintenance of the pumps. 
Tf te kingfishieTS perhaps learnt lira advantage of safety as weIt 
as Eli* soft and moisturised mud walls ai the well to tunnel 
their neats. 

This could be a stray izheiwnranon restricted to ons- cas of 
arsa only. On Ihe other hand, Et rr=ay b& the case vjhen slmlts/ 
GcclugicaJ curiditiona prevail anywlicru ejI^c Again, it may also 
tea-u to n'OTe questions by discerning amithologiBls. A close 
w^frh o% ! ^r a pe~iod of time may show some definite pattern 
in yingHsher behaviour, rf any. 



E aoe the incanspiaLJOLF: nhiffrhnff In rhc: dense undergrowth, 
ths "swich-svjich” of an Asian paradise flycatcher drew our 
Httantmr tn the rtR-ghhourn-g Artocarpus heierapftyffiJS. It 
wasn't long be tone the eliorl scurrying fllghte of Chsdcft insect 
hunter ted ija to its source A single long white tal feather on 
this juvQmfe irafe indicated that tie bind was about to step 
Intn fl-iuithood It would socn exuviate its rufous coloured 
pi l mage Eur a milky-white coatthiil will rlr-onrnte it for life. The 
eduli male paradiss Bycatch&r :£ uod:6putedfy one oE tee most 
impress ve nf EncfiBi hird3 ! 

Further ehnnrt Mr. Rjtohally poIntCG M a spot wh^re h* 
often sawMho ^vhite-throated ground thrush and ihcugli he 
amenled ^he possible disappearance of nis twrd from Kil _ i jh, 

I wa-i lucky to point out one !ate r in the day The sharp 
urmtetakabte ,l chidi^e l, (;f Ihe common [small bluej klriyEioEier 
as it jetted pssl us Into the thick bamboo c'urrp bordering a 
:iny man-made pond enabled u^ to ii>c^ite il, later, v/o saw 
rhe bird perched a few feef above the water suftace. A pteod 
Incian pond heron also wHtehHo this viorant fisharman from 
the opposite bans, as U pajjen-iy waited for unv^ary lish to rise 
la the su^icc far a gulp of a'r 

High ab ova ihR n»ond was a flock of barn {commonj 
swallows sur^ymg ttie air ler highflying nyecte that rise with 
the cfternncfl n^af They seamed To on gy the topical sun 
after a long. EaborSoi^ journey From the chilling 
?nns9 of t^e north. Within, no time, the swallows were replaced 
by a bundi <>f r^^ident As=an palm swifts possibly irritated, for 
having 10 accommodate th& t-v-er ■ inci easi i g i ni rgra ni □ wal low 
l^fiutel-ung I 

Just Tien, an unusual rumbling soLinc accompanied by a 
loul odor af fueled our The sound err-anai^d from an 

lllical brewery thelwas lieLtp noarths pond Th^ foul smelling 
effluent was being cUtrmed into the pend causing acute 
DUtrophicfllinn V'-'hal an irony - tie algae thrives on high levels 
ol organic was te bi j : in il i*? bargain chckss life gus of ^he aq j atic 
fauna thereby dspleting U>e very [bod sourw on which Eh* 
binds survive. It is sad bui irua ihei^jch distilterics hav^ 



Birds of Kihirn - Dr. Salim Ali’s Trail Revisited 

AN1SH P ANDHERtA, 2, Sagar Buitdtng : i/ P. Read, Anctftert (West). MtOTSfirf 400 958 
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mushroomed within T.any wildlife reserves in Maharashtra, 
providing aasy mon&y"fb toe poor, who richer know nor care 
about the countless livss it affects, both human find animal 
alike ■ 

D-sgusted and helpless, we irnovaitoGn A pair of purple- 
mmperisianblnda wito thoir sorties for nectar and pollen w*y a 
welcome sight Etom we reached tha frings of tha fores- and 
into toe mangroves, which supported its own characteristic 
trirtflrfe- -'Shoals of liny fish and crabs converge In these 
amphibious forest? to forage on lhs rutiilkstjs soup of decoying 
leaves, Green sandpiper h, rud waUled lapwings, eaEIte and 
liEl'G egre - ^ in turn w&ra ssen l&35ttog on this abundant fauna. 
A solitary black'Shoulde-ied (black-winged) kite was spotted 
amongst a few boEsterous black (paiah) kites that seemed to 
he Involved in a mock nnmbnt TTio "trilling" calls of too (little) 
yieen bet^eetore filtetl I he air. 

Wc had already walked .Tore lhan an hour -and il was time 
1UB ls to r#tom. Wo reached a patch of ground engulf ad in 
Lantern camara and S^/kadlors psrsica. While wa iJ jihed out 
a flock Df chssJnubtalted {gray-headed) myna from within the 
I.Bfiinnfi shrub, IHr held house epermWs nnnlinufid fh-nr 
on Itris juicy delicacy, Tsttni wt were on f y b&uh to 
try our luck at some waders thal visit the western shores ot 
irvfia during this time of tie year We were welcomed by a 
flixilrnf twelve, red shrinks- that were surprisingly -azfrg abound 
In contract a solitaiy common sandpioci capitalized on IhH 
receding -jda by Decking ifacessanly at t>ny iiivertebrates. Jus I 
then, my eyes IpL-ud at the s-ght of that most elega-rt bind ol 
prey - ihe white-bell ed fish (sea) eagle effcrfcleasfy flying pas: 
ihfi Onr^irina trdcs Tho huge grey bill anc the pled undetoedy 
against Ihcr deep blue winter sky has kll an unlonjatiabFa 
rmoressicn. Wo kepi gazing at the sky oven alter II :e bird had 
long vanished j he presence ot this tertiary predator (an 
Inri nator nf (he health of our estuaries and seashores) in ihe 
□TEa had sudden[y mined our sr-irjts find wo wer-r moro 
optimistic about the tele of this fragile ecosystem. 

Sack into I'-.k tonesl, toe spet was broken only by the- 
"chirrupi? of the common ora busily searching lot grubs in u 
Mangitera indica, Tho calls ot the plum-heacfeU {btotcom 
headed) =nd ruse-ringed paraksels echoed n the backort-und. 
At tho Manzrr ; a lovely meal. s waited me, hut after the meal 
I be^ced straight tct the beach for some mare bird walohingJ 

It was J 4 CO hr. but Jte bu^+i w* t> busy as ever Scores 
of Kentish plovers, common red shanks and green shsnks, 
T=*r«k and nnmmon sandpipers kpp: mo company. Far away 
tolhs south.. 3 . hug^ flock of common black headed yi_lh (morE 
than 1501 were enjoying an afternoon siesta. On a closer lout. 
I could also spot sc m3 gull-bl:ted as well little terns sitthg 
aJcngside theii larger cousins, Most surprisingly, I saw a 
Eurasian rtoopoa probing in lie w“f send tor grubs ■;probably 
crabs). On my way honk. | olsc- Sturpbled upon a 90litany low- 
Flymg r^d^jy to.mstone, which has □ somewhat labored flrijlil 
in oomp^iisor io tha cih^r $hor^Di~d 5 . By the ti^e I returned 
r/: Fulchally was randy t< ■ lake me to the Kihim poid ivher* 
Ur. Selim Al: had canted on Ms world Taniude research on 
the baya weavers. 


Ths Acacta nmNca that sup po rtori nr A^ rc h-aynn hns 'nng 
been chopped. Tnc village men supposed'y pay FIs. BO.QOO/- 
per annum Id toe government for allowing them to fish in the 
pond andther^fone Ireai It aa ibfilf ^wn pniparty testing v&ry 
lift e mom fertile bitos. The pond was onra inhabited oy 35 
species of birds including both species of iacan&s, Cotton teals, 
pterikmyftolkur^, Eurasian marsh harnais, common n'toorhans, 
'rtbiie-breasled watsrhens, etc. His wry distressing to see its 
current siate However ingpMecoJ the pol'iJlinn HurJHhfilknbHncR 
■wtr wera happy to s@e a white v^agtarl, couple at red wattled 
tepwing^ a sniltnfy Itthe cnfmnrant nncf n cnmmnn kingfisher, 
pemnsd on a central cement podium that juts c ut from the 
water With a.I the floating v^cpeta^cn gone, ihe birds ^re 
cunipKlted Lu teke fa toga «un r; id; l-i rcuilB al lj^Iljiemh 1 Suddenly, 

a flock cf ever 1 CKj common swallows appeared on the scene 
and one by one plunged into the pond for a refreshing balh 
buFure II iy niylst. 

Not faraway lro.rn the pond, along the tar xuati, wc came 
acio^s a signbesuti lhai i^u "Spotfei^ HesLCoin ul". In totl, 
toe entire roadway from Mandwa tc Kihim had ihese 
advnrstiserrisnto. AftoCuJOhi il was directed al riddinn us of 
insect jjiifiSH thoco syniftelic pEwlinktoK rth ^ m>HjuT chui^ of 
□ur lacaicgi-^al prabtom. After a thoroughly rolwflin^ day I 
embarked upon toe return journey reaching Chondi at 17:30- 
hi. and the Gateway by 20:00 hr. 

Appendix - I 

Th^ Ssmf-e.vsrgF.Ren forest al Kihirr hatoors trees Ifae T?ctona 
grantftt! Ficus tengaJcns^ F, r^gfosa t F fauuttiasx Sypygium 
cumint, Fongamis pinnata. Tfca&p&sta pzpu/n&a, 
-7i^i?03/ieM/m. Eryttirina. indica. Nilfaityna Adinn 

cordifotm, Fur-ftieicftgm oieasa, T^m^rindus tndvd. Sp&tfto-dsa 
Htmpaitulst^ Buiea manesperma Gassfz Iterate, Ormvte 
tifraefaffR, Heiafrhena. aitiidysantarita, OAtyote ure>ns p Borass'js 
ttabaflffe n Auadz siabica, Bamboo etc., willc tho seashnfft s 
lined wirh iTfljsr/pra'np equisetifoila and Gccgs r^z./sra. of 
IS ns shluba include t-ieiicisres isura T Cappnrc so.. Oafoya xp, 
sp. f Lentena oe™rs, Saivzttfom oarstca artd iporn^a 

amoi^ utli-ery, Avkjtfftifa sp. e the main stay aa far as :ha 
manproyes arE conceme-c. 

Appendix 11; 

— he birds seer at Kihsm on 7tb November 1-999 aie at 
toilowfl : 

1. BlackumpEd flamehaok DinapiitRi bengh3}ans&: 2. 
Coppersirich !?arbet AterjaiaJi'Ti^ b&emac&pl\aJa, 3 Euratiars 
hoopoe Lipupa epopsr, 4. Indian nolter Cnmr.iftR henghalansts] b. 
Common kingfEher A!ead& afthi*, Q. White-thiroat-jd tui gfetiH- 
Htikyon smyrmnsiz 7. Green bco-earai Memn* -™nrafe S. 
Asian koel Eadynamys scotopacea; 9. Rose-ringed pi;akG«l 
F&ittacuia kfameri, IQ. Flum bondsn parakeat Fsiftscula 
cyanocepfrafa 11, Asian palm $wir- (Jypaiurus baiasieosi^ 12 . 
Roc.k pigeon Coiimina it via: IrT Sn oiled dove Streptopaita 
chinansis; 14, Common gnaensharia Jringa n&ptslaiin 15. 
Common redshank Tonga iotenus 1 , 1ft. R^f^urmmeAr&i&na 
tntetpm^ 17. 'ir&vn sandpiper Tonga ochiupua; 10 Common 
Sandpiper Tringa bypoicucos t 13. Tereb fiandpFp=r Tonga 
bm\jjp*$; 2D. Kanfrsh plover Cbamritjus sf&XAt-drinuBi 21. Little 
ringud plqvBT Cfipraifrius 22 Red-wattled lapwing 

Vanettes \ndicur. £3. Great black-haa-ted yull Lausv (fJitt'yQctus 
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2E, Common fclack-hsfflicdflull L wvs fkSbmdus;^ Gull billed 
tern Sterna ni tofos* 23, Lilt!® teir Sterna athtirtt* 27. Bfeck- 
shouitered kite fctentfs Cttfufeus; £6. Black kits A-TJ/i-Ij-s /ntarsns; 
59. B^hmfny kite 'fttfiue; 33. White-bellied F^h-^aglG 

Wai’Iae^ilLj'.s fe'jrrgustC' ft". I iH If= gnrm o ra ~i t Fhaiac.tectir£>L / JignSr 
32 . Ut?l* egret Egretta 33 CaiJiu: ug-cl FLyfrLj'jen's: 

34. | r r dian pond llENin Ardeoj'fl flruyr^ 3£. Western rcjl uyrcl 
tyi^ffo gutatfs; 36. Goitfervfronted leefbltd Chbropsiscitrfron.^ 
37 House crw CorvW spfonderxz 3& Large-billed orow CtWWS 
jrv£«™rfryr)tfrais: 3 ? Eurasian golden oriole Orlafus orfolu# 40 
Black-hooded onol« fluolus xansfromus: +1, B'^ck dtirtgo 
D&unisrri&cmmvux, 42. Asian pons 6\r.=t Ifynatcher 7 eipsiphurte 
pafadii'K 43. C&mmon lofa Aegftfrinr. Hphia- 44. While-throated 
ground ihnj^n Zooth£fe rftrfna 4?. Vend terttynalnhar 

■Vtesabapa ^a^s/ridt Tickets t ie flycatcher Cyarn/s 


faker^e; 47. ESfacfc-iiapad monarch hypotriymJS HZUrea; 46. 
Intiiam mhin /trifciakj, 49. ChaaLnui-taited stalling 

Sftjmus maiaharfeijm, SO. Ctanrnuri myna AaHMhe/ES frx&lts. 
51. Jungle myna Acridbtfpere.? fusous, 52 P-htfi .^wnlhnv Hhuttda 
rt/shce; 53. Red rurr.ped swallow fifru/idb dra/ifca; o4 Red- 
vyhaskened butoul Pycrrjynoius jc-cos ltsl 55. Reinvented bulbul 
Fysrcentftus cafef; 56. .Ashy prinia Pri'rira 57. Common 

tfrilorbrrd QririotejjrLttf £ut&ftiJ£' r Sd. Ellfasiau C'lrffchaf' 
Phyttescofuts cniiyhif-% b&. ftrs-en- r h waruler Ptiyiteoctipps 
irocbtioirfe.’z fid- PirplR-rirm-peri surhird Nsciarinizi zcyiutuux] 31. 

I to USE tpar^owr Passsr c-: rr.'?£!:cus- 62. vVhite wagtail Motacifla 
nJha; fi3. Rays waa^eT FfaeefciS philioGlfiOs. 



Migratory Birds at Lingambudhi Lake in Mysore 

TfiEJASWt, S '.. SHfVAPFAKASH, 4* , .3 SW/MN4NDAPPA ,P , f.yb*j^i.Co‘fe»}a p iMvflisrtyu/Mjspn? Myso/b, 2. 
Rl-aw iVfsrenaiG Frofgcr, A-Viore, 3. C.F.T.jR.i 1 . Mysore. A-sftfress far Ccrres^c^dence - Pf 7 SHfV-AAMATMPPA FP/C 

Dept, CFTW, Mysan? 570 013 



W ater bodies comprising numerous lak-as and tanks 
consillute Important habitats tot wetland birds al3 over 
lnid : a. Karnataka stale i^i urfque in having thousands of 
irrifra'inn tanks, the "nan-made rafieJVOrrS or lakes in order [0 
ponr^etvB rain wrJaf Suatelliiky lik^ 43,0'^D tinkG or Lykfeii 
offer feeding and resting areas for many species o-l wetland 
birds - both rssid&ntas weil as migraiory Lingambudhi lato 
situated in the DutskirtE o : Mysore was built a hundred and 
liltv k^vbh yearn: ayrj (1R^2] i>y the Mysore Vy’n^ieyiir^ \:r 
irriaadno lands around Ihe villags LingEimbudhi Palya . 

We tijjve beeiB^urVOyiny Ll -e birds in Shis lake h \ llleJaui 
ten years-. Our observations show that it la home to at lees^ 
276 speefoE of birds - including lire imporrait wlniaf visitors 
Since :he lake was under threat, as Ihe city expanded, 
connemed birdw^feh^rs ar>d envhpnmentalists, wth the help 
of the forest depertmenl, were able to improve tne habitat 
an^i by cre^tiriq small islands surrounded by watfr. provide 
rt plaivsi frir winter dunkp. P The frees pfentfid cn these 
islands [Acacia, Sesfoarv'a) provide roosting situs for residei it 
water birds iloe oormoranta, storks, r^rons and egrels. II le 
new a breathtaking sight to observe wintering long-cistance 
migrarts sumprr&ng at east 121 species represanting 29 
fr-iriilics [Tablfj t). The. migmlory birda^Lurt arriving as asrly 
as August comprising mainly WAdsrs, followed by ducks in 
G&ptambor and October, ihdrnumbers peaking in Daceirsber 
and January. On an average one can count upEQo.BOO ducks 
representing ten species and 600 waders cf 26, sp^es. W# 
have coanted Lp to 25,000 ducks (JAN '93) and i.OOC wsdir^ 
(V.AR'98} on e single day. II is a grand spectacle to watch irte 
dunks descending :?n lha lakt : and loking olt cn mtissa. 

Ihe distribution of vartous spedes ol ducks, in Ihft loko 
Glicwe n distinct nadfim c-f associalion, tho shov&lars. 
csrganeys enc wlgsoris preferring -he snallo\v waters while 
ihe pochards ars fo*jnd in the deep wafers The waders are 
confined to the mudflats, fringes or the laks arid list? Htijoin-ng 
paddy fieSdK. Ak wfilnrlnwl noirnt deceases with the oovanolng 


summer^ Ihe rmmbar nl *«[lBFi; incneaKP flraniaiiuHlIy During 
the dry summer season and when there : s rna-degLiate 
rains ofth-e monsoon, (he entire laker anstomm PlselF I rite a 
larg^ mudfl^t aErract ng '.vadsia. Of tha 2!i Epociss of wadars 
ictcuidod har^, iinporLaml eji.cJ mrB im>hh Micbjcfe -be Temk 
sandpiper, Ihe ruddy tumstone. the pied avocet and tha 
common ringed pjover. Wn&n such a wondarlul airay of birds 
congregate. rapicrE complete tine picture ct ttie seasonal 
Kpe.^tar.te- Out of Ilia 25 spedes of rapxrs recorded, I I are 
winter viators. Rpre sightings include that of'the greater spotted 
eagle ^e oan n arrierand the paragrlne lalcpn. Wails.srs sts 
confirad to lha fringas whars i&ad bads yroiw idinining Ihe 
parJcJy fields and the grassy edges. 21 species of warblers 
have been recoiced from here, 16 balng winter visitors 
tncbdlhg ihe Pal as" g ^shopper warolsr. a rare sighting (TaaJa 
'1 A large number of egrets (up Id SDCnj mynas arrl rosy 
pastors (up io 1DQ0D} ratpilarly uiilirB the landafor roosting. 
Ov'ier siQni!ice.nf records from the lake Include the greater 
flamingo, Incian rwf haron. the bteds cap pad kingfisher, the 
great black headed gull, Ihe Ultie torn lhr: con'lrntii'i lurn, the 
5 hort-e:aferi owl and the wry no sk.. This tank till recently wa3 
outside the city Bmits ol Mysore, but with the expansion of the 
city. Is now a pan: of :he suburbs and consequently faces the 
twin threats u\ pollution ami drying up due to loss d catchment 
areas. Birdwatchers and environmentalists of Mysore asve 
besn pressing the authorilies to protect th& take from 
cr^ntarr-ination by e ev^aga. FurlJ'ief Mie-e tins bqcn □ rnova to 
^nft&iiete ‘ringrofscT ;o passthrough Hie teko, which if allowed. 
Is e demb knell for our guests from fsr-awey lancfe that winter 
here. 7hl& wonderful spot cries for attention and needs to 1 :b 
conserved. If could serve as a great biidinpdte rur r:fly defiers 
as tf-^eEl as for eage r birder?. 
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CHECKLIST OF BIRDS WINTERING AT OR PASSING 
THROUGH LINGAMB WHI LAKE 

C ■ Commons 0 - Owsstonal; R - V - Vagrant; P - Fsssaga migranL 

51 No. Common Name ScipRtiiie NAmp 


FAMILY : DENDRQCVGNIME (TREE - SUCKS} 


1 

L«fcser nvhliHlr-g [Mil 

Oitnrifnr.yma jmt&nfot i 

0 

FAMILY : ANATIDAE fDIJCKB} 



? 

OftTfc’ir- t*s|/ 

MfrtJxpiih- 

o 


Cdtmi □ygmy-yujEiH 

LrXi'J v f laryJaFar 


3 

Gar^ny / Gnaw wingstl t*@i 

4wqaisfl7i^^ 

c 

4, 

Cnfinan teal V Green - 

Anas crecca 

o 


winged beat 



6, 

Eurasian w'flwn 

A. PE/W-top? 

0 

e 

Gadwall 

■4. 

ft 

7. 

Nerlfiam shovels 

A tiypaais 

G 

e. 

NOflfryfri ph&Sll 

A. atxjta 

G 

y, 

Common pochard 

fy-rfiys feri-na 

C 

10. 

Famaylnoge pochard 

A. 

ft 

FAMILY : PICIDAE (WOODPECKERS) 


11 

Fnmslsn wryneck 

Jymr fci/quiffa 

V 

FAMILY: CORflClIDAE (ROLLERS) 



12, 

European rdlst 

Cdruorss gsm^tia 

V/F 

FAMILY: DACELONIDAE (HALCYON KINGFISHERS) 


15- 

B ack-capped klrvgfeher 

VaAjjurp /ji'.'jjijJl! 

Y 

PAW LY : ME3QPI0AE (BEE-EATEFS) 


14. 

Ghe&tnui headed tee-e&le' 

Alejns^# tostfmteutti 

0 

15. 

tailed b£3-£3S£li 

■W. 

c 

FAMILY: CL CUUDAE (CUCKOOS) 



16. 

li-nfian cuckoo 

■CgcyJuF mipjT57jen.fi 

o 

FAMILY : STFH5SDAE (OWLS) 



17. 

Bhon eareJ i.r 

A$\v fianvrwua 

V 

FAMILY : flALUDAE (RAILS, CRAKES) 


13. 

aQi bn s crake 

Pa iTfl.Tfl jpestffa 

ft 

FAMILY : SCOLOFACIDAE (SNIPES) 



19. 

Ccmmcn/faritall snipe 

J^.'JjnegO 

o 

20 

Pintail snipe 

3. itonur* 

G 

2 1. 

Jack snlpo 

0, media 

H 

FAMILY: TRINGfDAE (SANDPIPERS) 


2? 

Eur^S-an curipw 

AJununtas aniuai'a 

R 

ea. 

Black tUlBd God-rtil 

LfrnfiSS flfFHlSfl 

0 

24. 

Spatted redshank 

Tringa wyttifopub 

V 

£5. 

Ccfrjnnn mrishnnk 

7 tcianus 

e 


MlL'k'i Eiin idpip^r 

T siagnaiiffc 

C” 

27 

&ynift-ir> §r*eri**i3nk 

T. jTeiiL/.'aria 

C 

as. 

G^en Band^lper 

f. oeftra^iis 

C 

& 

Spitted sardpiper 

f. 

c 

30. 

Terafe &arvdplpc r 

F £lth?jhr /F Jfcj-flk 

VJP 

3f. 

Common sandpiper 

T . Vr}^v?i'&iiCL/E 

c 

3£ 

Fluddy rumsTan^ 

jrtnpnH 

V 

33. 

Litfe gfrt 

GalfdfTs inihi/tk 

c 

34. 

TemmirrV'a gtinl 

C. temmirtrkir 

c 
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35 

CuH€fl*-S>rdptpfiF 

G famigJnea 

O/P 

3& 

Puff 

Pftttomaztius pugnax 

0 

FAMILY ; ftOTSRATUUDAE (PAINTED SNIPE) 


37. 

Qre&L^r biiil^ 

Bo^bFUh benghaiensfs 0 

FAMILY . CHARADRI1DAE (PLOVERS) 


33. 

Bf&ck wingad 5£llt 

HfrmrtVjpi's Jv J rTi&'ift]pi^C 

30. 

Psed a™cl. 

h , !£ , i^L , n. J YK, r TH 

V 

40, 

G'iiy pldver 

sqvjaJaran'a 

■V 

41. 

FatffiG gdtdfld pl^-er 

FKVi/fclifc tf.M1irt.ya 

o 

42- 

Csmman rtngsi Dkwer 

Cdafacfrtus mafcute 

V 

43. 

Little ringed ptcvei 

C. di rfrjr^s 

G 

44. 

Ken Sen plcver 

C- afExwidrimis 

c 

At 

MgngoTian ploveri 

C- tmngofa$ 

FL'F 


LflfiAw sand plover 



FAMILY : OLAREOLJDAE (PRATINCOLESi 


4S, 

Small pr^incefle 

GfEre-Dti iactaa 

V 

FAMILY : LARIDAS (QULUS F TERNS) 


47. 

ijr** 1, gull 

Latirs j.^rirft>^eju.s 

V 

41 

Brswn headed gull 

L & r un r \i££}pn£ila$ 

O 

49. 

Efeck headed gull 

L. ridibunous 

R 

SO. 

Y/hiake rac. terra 

Chit dor tas hybrids 

C 

51, 

GJi bifiud Lwni 

Stfrii* rn'ityiita 

0 

S?- 

RJcsr :m* 

S. 

c 

53. 

Commori lem 

£. I'Ti'.H.iTTO't? 

V 

54, 

Sl^tSMed th-Fiki 

3'. acui'.'cridjc'a 

G 

55 

LfflE tem 

■£?. alfejtftafl® 

V 

FAMILY s ACCIP™[>AE ( HAWKS. EAGLES, VULIUnES) 


55. 

Lfrng-leg^ed buizad 

Hr;jec njflnLs 

R 

57, 

Bondi's @agl£ 

.^'firass.'ui? 

V 

53. 

Eacfed hawk -eagle 

f-totf&z a?rv? pe/yi^iiis 

0 

50. 

Gneaisr spotted ea^E 

.Ac/iitr.^ cij.ng'fi 

ft 

to. 

Ola-;- ^agla 

JteUnaaiL# 

V 

5.1 

l+fln FwirEar/ Nsrth^rF harrier 

CvTcirs crai^p^s 

V 

H. 

Fae earner / Pallid herhEr 

GL .TLeiTfirujrT. 1 .! 

0 

63. 

Wtt^t4iTL NhiriJi-liairi45r 

C : - ^.^,'jlDSUS 

C 

64 

Ospi«y 


ft 

FAMILY : FALGONIDAE (FALCONS) 



55. 

Fer^gnna lafccfi 

Fsf ca pfliT^TiTni^e-.'i i 1 

F. perspneus 

V 

133 


F, ifrmutKvtus 

0 

FAMILY : ARDEIDAG (HERONS, EGRET3) 


B7 

Irittan tl^rw/ 

EgraHx yv.'jr-s 

V 


WealeTi re*F-erjrel 



66 

Yeflcw brrtcim 

'jsciGbiya 1 ^ airwmjc 

0 

69 

Criesmut Jjlttarn 

/. Ci : oria.mcv7iEL^F 

R 

FAMILY : PtfDEMCOFTERJDAE (FLAMINGOS^ 


7ff 

Grc-aler flamingo 

£nij-i^pfenys njseus- 

V 

FAMILY : TrSReS^ORNtTNtDAE /IBISES, SPdGHSlLLS) 


71 

ibis 

Psat>di tns 

0 

72 

Eurasan Ei'GonbJl 

■FJ&iafea ifiLjwmcua 

c 

FAMILY; OICONllDAE (STORKS) 



73. 

Asian riLJl 

AnSffJCVTUS -aEKVrj-TS 

FI 

74 



6 


{Whltenedrari} slork 


FAMILY; PITTIDAE (PfTTASl 



75. 

in (fan pitta 

7^?a iw^nft>ura 

R 

FAMILY : LAM DAE (SHRIKES) 



re. 

&{'Own sfnika 

Lsnius c/fetofitJS 

C 

FAMILY : CORVIDAE (CROWS, DRONGOS, ORIOLES) 


77 

Ashy Swdlcjwshfika 

Aiddimus 

o 

76, 

Euraaisrr $M6*r\ oricil^ 

D.TdiVj*; nrtoiVjf? hmddo 

c 

79, 

Rasy mh-.rvei; 

.TSWJB 

Y 





Newsletter lor Riritivalctiars 


9 


EG. 

Black *irt)flgo 

TJfnrrmis mscwc&ctjs 

G 

81. 

White ttellted rtrorg? 

{>. Ca&Mt£3CEr3 

R 

6H. 

St r«y; ashy drengfl 

O. isucophasvs 

R 

62 

A^an paradise flycatcher 

Te/pejJPihora paradisi 

G 

TAMILV : MUSClCAPIDAE (THRUSHES, FLYCATCHERS, CHATS' 

64, 

As-an drawn flycatcher 

Mumitj-d&i m -■ 

W. dauu™ 

C 

6c. 

Brown brHKtKl ilycficher 

W. muifLil 

W 

66. 

Red-breasted lly«rtc?l*r 

M. pWrtfi 

G 

67. 

Blue throat 

fl'riK/Wlf: 

0 

66 

Bl ack racfelfliil 

PUoantcuma ochrjroa 
nrfivp.nrnx 

P 

65. 

Siberian sfamwiurt/ 
tjollarerl buflhrtiaf 

SaxiiiCfts fafquata/ 
£.061/13 

R 

HO. Black oirrl 

FAMILY : STUHNIDAE (STARLINGS) 

Tjft its rfen ii’a 

V 

fit. 

si) Ctafttni* tailed slariif iy / 
Grt-v .y-iJed myna 

Stifles 

C 


b) Whits hestfed 

Race of (a) 

S. j-nei'abari'L-iUS diViN 

R 

82. 

Bratimirty E-tarlirg 

£. pegicdenim 

C- 

86. 

Rosy starling 

5, rosws 

C 

FAMILY : FUHUIMDINIDAE (SWALLOWS) 


84. 

Bam swallow f mmmon 

f-ffn/ndo nmlir.B 

a 

95. 

Vgire la.lfiC av/allnw 

H 

G 


Striated swallow f 

Fled-rumped swallow 

Af. dative 

c 

37. 

House - artin 

Deifcno-n ut^cb 

V 

55. -Streak Ifraatod swallow / 
Endoii cffl aWziJbw 

FAMILY: SYLYIIDAE (Y/ARELERS) 

M rtoitcib 

V 

95. 

Franklin's wren-warher 

Prints hodgsonil 

0 

fOC 

Grasshopper *rarl>£r 

Lc±-ustei,'a naeiria 

G 

to 1 

Pallas' grasshopper 
warWetf P;sjEsfl' wpatilar 

L carthiota 

V 

llli. 

i nktkbliNtd w^ii^r 

Armcir’Aitfui aedern 

G 

196. 

indier, great read waiblar f 
GlEmaroua rEfirl-v-artilnr 

A stenferrajis 

t! 

194. 

Elylfj's r&idfferblGr 

A dfeATte forum 

C 

105. 

Paddy field warbler 

4 d^rmnie 

O 

ioe. 

Booted wanner 

ihV^jpokSi^ cafi^Ej^ 

G 

107. 

Orphean wartitcr 

Sy/v.a fOrtEra-.B' 

fl 

EOS 

Lesser Vihe thrg^t 

t. wrWC3 

[ R) ■'iTtaa 

C 

105. 

tura^un clufivahalffY 

Brown bafwart'lar 

PHyiioscqpus CQ$yt?i1$ 

0 

110, 

Tlckil's Iwr waitdiii 

P affolfe 

R 

111. 

Plain iv^.i ■parbl^ / 
tnornale wa±ler 

P ulomalus 

C 

ii£. 

Olwacecius leal wafLIer / 
Sdlpmjrbellied vrartHer 

F yr^'lus 

o 

*13. Dti\ green : eaf waitoler r 

C-reeniEh wartter 

FAMILY; PASSER !DAE 

F. occipiim.i 

G 

114. 

Y/tiite wagtail f Fied wa^lal 

lUcUscuVa aiba 
dokttunansis 

H 

113. 

Veil^iearjed wa^lall ' 

Citrine wagtsil 

HA stiraots 

R 

110. 

Ye!k>w \ 

fll 



(a) Eiackhcadcd race 

fit fi&VB ma\3f}DgrtStiB 

G 


(b) BiusOs*dfrdia^ 

PlSV/i b*G,T,3 

C 


{z} Greyheaded race 

Groy wogtEl 

'll ri^'itwyr 

C 

117, 

'll CfOSfPB 

C 

11* 

|t»dh5Ji LCO pipqL / 

p : pit 

Aiifiti/s hodgaonr 

ft 

m 

nipna^'s pipir 

A. mr -s bVen tfki$ 
nchsrdi 

R 

4 


130. Brown nock pipit/ 
Llli ye billed pipri 

121. Tawny pipit 

122. Crjfwnun FSjSdfii*ii 


A sMfe G 

A G 

GafpCwziitt wySttiffaJS R 


Ftsaldent WetJand Birds al Llngamfaudhl Lakg 


31. Hcl Common name 


Scientific Name Slatus 


FAMLY: AMATEDAE, {DUCKS) 

EM. Gp&tbi'ted dudk Am$ pC&dfartiyKfta 

FAMILY : ALCEDiNIDAE (KNQFESHERS) 

G£. CMtinnsn WngPlsner riJeesto mthis 

FAMILY 3 DACELONIDAE (HALCYON KINGFISHERS} 

03. WIiILh bieaetad / White HpkftQn.W&uteaate 

throated kJnyfcfier 

FAMILY : CEHVLIDAE (RED KINGFISHERS) 

OA Pied kingfisher Cery.'s rudts 

FAMILY ; HALLIIDAE (RAILS, CRAKES, CG0T3( 


05. 

feluc breasted da’rded 

Rntf'js s&tofij? 


Rsl / Siat^hnartnrT rail 


05. 

Reddy t ruddy Breasted craka 

PMflrtid ^rtr? 

07. 

Bmwn crake 

/lmriLrom^ aknnt 

OS. 

WWte breasted water hsn 

A. pho&nlA iWMS 

08. 

Common mcorhen 

^fiTnimpys 

10. 

Furp'a mu&rhdr / 

Pnrptyrin pvphyrin 


Furple swsTfs her. 


11. 

Ccnrnon a cot 

Fi^sd afre 

FAMLY: JACAHttAE (.IACANA6> 


12. 

Pheasint-tailiiJ iac^aia 




^umrpaE - 

13. 

Brcnze-wngsd Jacara 

/If.'r-^trs- 

FAMILY: AHHINGI0A5 (DAHTERSt 


T4, 

QnsnteJ darai 

riiTib'nrra 

FAMLY; PHALACRGCOflAClDAE (CORMOF!ANT3| 

1&. 

Gi 5:il iXirmtK-jriL / 

FTiafecracerHir eanho 


Large cun-ivrreni 


16. 

Indian ocrmcranl (Inclair Sihauj P, iu&cicori is 

17. 

LI tile caomiLiranL 

P. 

FAMILY : ARDEIDAE (HERONS, EGRFT&t 

16. 

Gr-fty fifncfi 

Aides cinerea 

15 

Ftrple Pflrttfi 

A pL^.-fa 

iit:. 

Indwn pend h&'on 

Aittecra g/aj.v" 

21. 

Cat n-o agret 

Rk?ij^cLff *brs 

22. 

L4r-ge egret / Greal agiet 

JirdiM A'Jrifl 

23. 

htanri^rfiete EQ.rat f 

tgr*m wlftmvtia 


$molior egarct 

24. 

LlTfls egret 

tgrem ffSsraffir 

25. 

Bi&tk-crt>wned night r^twi 



FAMILY : THRESKIGRNITHLQAfi flBISE5| 

2£ While IbsS f T^reeiiiorr.fp 

Bladdn^ded ibis m&ar.ocopr.-jtjs / 


i. a topies 

FAMILY : PELECAMDAE (PELICANS) 

£/. -Spot-biUsd pelican Pa r scamjs phWppanste 

FAMILY 3 eiCONKQAE (STORKS) 

29. Painted stark AtyfcMufr is^coc?fh a'j 

FAMILY: CI5IFCOLIDAE (WREH-WAHBLEHS] 

2j Slr^nknrt tent^il wpri$*r t CTttfMta ftmcidJ* 

ZHting ciehMia 



C 

C 

C 


C 

R 

■Ti 

r> 

c 

c 

g 

c 

G 

O 

b 

c 

o 

c 

c 

c 

c 

e 

c 

c 

e 

o 


c 

c 

c 

c 
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Birdwatching from Lalpuri Reservoir to Crissy Field 
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M y first and only contribution to tha Naws rfaf/ar for 
Bi'rtfcva(ch&fS appeared as a jcinlly by ti ned ar Lider. wri: Lea i 
mostly by my cp-author KS Lavkumar, putJished far should I 
say cydostyled] in the Way 1963 -of the Newsletter 
Vo 1.3. In it, ws described a late-Morch outing of Amateur 
biTdwafchBrafiom Rajkul Citytothe nearby Lstpuri Reservoir 
— during which we observed a variety of waterside birds — 
both resident and migratory- 

li was noarly three years earner, however, when I First 
bocamo acquainted with the Nanfafetfar. Il was dyrin.fl the 
summer uf 196Q when I was in India as an Exchange oaidont 

from Massachusetts and lucky enough tc find myself in the 
generous hospitality of Laeeq and Zadar Futehafly, then living 
In fhair charmingJuhu Lane home in Andhen - the lovely 
cotta^u opening into an expansive garden designed by Loecq 
to attract all manner of bird life (a setting more recently 
memorialized in Tars Lan&, the widely honored first nove : by 
Shama Futehalty). 

hk l3ia s jrnmer ul 1 B60 Ihe Nswststtefw^ only ei;x months 
old, the first Cdriterr of About Indian Birds by Lae'cq Futehally 
and tier ancle Salim Ali was fairly new on the bookstore 
sbofvies, and, looking back, it ^eertia to me that combination 
of Shese two publications appearing at Lhis moment in the 
history of Indra's moderr environmental movement 
represented a signal development in the popular 
undsrsfctndlng of ths utterly indispensable role birds play rn 
the earth's fragile ecosystem. In the introduction to About 
Indian Birds, the authors stale; "Birds are an Integra! pyri u-f 
Ihe whole system of Rife on this earth They are necessary in 
Ihe same way lhal hoiI and plants and an-mals are necessary* 
For forty years now the Newsletter for Bifdwutcham hgg 
faithfully observed that tenet. 

I 'was reminded of -he Lalpuri RoservoFi ouling recently 
Airing my dally walk along the San Fr&rascc Bay - along a 
two mile sharelina stretch from Manna Green tg Fort Feint at 
Ihe base of ihe southern span of Lie Golden Gate Bridge For 
mora than a century, this Golden Gate headland has been 
pert of a spectacular piece <>F heavily forested properry 
occupied by the Prasirito of San Francisco - an Army base 
whose military origin* extend back to the days of the Spanish 
royal land grants. Wilh the end of the Cold War and ihe 
shfinkaga of iha US military, and. m a stroke at enlightened 
public policy planning, this property recently became the only 
urban US Motional Park — on pdf wilh Yellowstone and 
Yosemlta -called the Goldsn Gate Naltenal Recreation Aren 
(GGNRA). It : s as if ths whole of the Malabar Hi peninsula in 
Bombay had been reserved for centuries - and then 
transformed into & National Park: 

Civie-jnlnded individuals teirnud Ihe Golden Gate National 
Parks Association, the official non-profit affiliate of Hne GGNR A, 
deteimlnftd to contribute to the Intelligent conversion of the 


milltary base io & tree press rve ter nature and a site ter heaf thy 
recreation. Progress toward this end has been. encouraging. 

When I began my walks atone rhar'atratch of ihe Ray a 
decade or so ago, tho ISQtpslh route was a mixed blessing. 
The views of Golden Gate Bridge end across the Bay to 
Alcatraz and Ange 1 islands and into die distance to Mount 
T.=imelplaa were spectacular, But on Ihe land side, my walk 
was dominated by abandoned acres of concrete and asphalt 
aiipcrt runways - CrTssy Field - built ter light military planes 
and flanked by corrugated steel hanger? and used until 
recently only by military helicopjars, Toxic runof! fr^m fuels 
and oils had saturated iIih :-_ciJEfe for decades, the orfg'na! 
coastal sand dur^c had shrunk to a few yards of sadly 
neglected shrine, tee wetlands had disappeared under the 
paving, and m grater/ birds that had for centuries used the 
shoreline tiers fu r their Eprina and fall tendings had leag since 
disappeared 

Then, as a result ot the Association 1 1 ; work - and its 
exceptional lundr&iiing efforts - something quite premising 
b«gsn Id happen, beginning .n September 1998, The 
Association had already raised £2fi mill Inn (in private 
donationsJ otlhe 527 million needed, and work commenced 
to restore the 100-acre plot, remove the asphalt landing strip, 
m?n hLiikJlngs r ctesn up tee te^ic v;aste. install a 33-acre tidal 
lagoon, rebuild the :Mnri dunes and replant native grasses 
and mldflowars. II ig lg be completed rn mid-SDOO, 

Far those of us using rhe walking trsM during this 
co-ostfucticfl period (with tea workers carefully accomrricdairng 
us with usable detours whenever the giant Badh-moviny 
ygu pment needed righta-of-way ter ihe restorarton project^, 
the trar.Btormalion Las been remarkable. .Even mora 
encouraging I" as boon nature's respuf iac. Wrth the restoration 
nottfv-antwc-ihiFds finish od, the return ot more than fiG species 
of binds has heec recorded a- the site - about one tFiird of 
than wedand obliga^, the shor^birds. herons, walertow! 
t^ms and the like-. Thaf& ate the dowilchorE.- aandplpers and 
avceets, all making thgm&elves at humu prohinT ihe fclacx 
■nu.:: 3hone of tha noi-yet-cOmpleled lagoon lor nutritious 
invertebrates. With the bulldoze js stilf churning away at the 
site* kllld»Bre and dunlins have reappeared. 

A wildlife and fisheries spoolal 1st with the Park Service, 
affably named Dfiptins Hatch. PSoenlfy tDld an interviewer. 
"WaTs p’'s-ry amazed at the level or bird usg w&vb alrEady 
seen. Ii'k ExoHingthat w&'re seeing so many shore birds. Some 
of Lbsrri, Irk* dunlins, liavun't bean seen In this part ol tee bay 
for ctecades. There just wasn'l the habiiarthey needsd - mud 
and sand Sate" 

Soon the dike suirounting tha la^con will be opanRri to 
I hobay, inFtlaflng a true ndal marsh system -with iteunticapated 
pFO&teraticn of ectuEirhe invcrtebiatea and ffsh. As a result 
Ms S Jatch psiedicls that th& number and variety of shorebir<fs 
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will coming to rise -througn Ike M and winter as they mlgrfde 
from Arasfca and Canada. In addition to the' creation or a tidal 
marsh, several acres of dunekinri and bijgfch have already 
b&ai planted with more then i£CJ r u->j seedlings. and slips of 
native grasses anc sriruba -oul ot nearly 1 400,Q0D native plants 
which will ultima's ly chafer Indigenous songbirds and other 
wildlife at tote-ahorelme park. 

□r course, nothing in this bay-side restoration Mill Avar 
compare with Ihe “moving frieze of flamingos* ws observed 
nearly 40 years ago feeding ai the LaJpurl Reservoir. But for 
some of us, the anticipation of new dtecoverms of (Me 
reiuifcished told erf land leading to The entrance of trie San 
Francisco Bay often* a firmly comparable prospect. Already, 
just IhifJy mites north of the Golden Gate, a Curfew send piper 
was recently sighted at Borinas Lagoon in Marin County, Here 


[ REVIEWS|j 

BEFRIENDING BIRDS. DOSTEE KARU YA PAKSHANSH1 
(LET US MAKE FRIENDS WITH BIRDS). KIRAN 
PURANDARE Centre for Environmental Education. Pune 

Written ; rt easy, flowing Marathi lhi& !-j an excellent 
introduction to the birds of Maharashtra, I t describes in some 
detail 50 common species and mentions eh passing an equal 
number of oiheis. There are p£ colour illustrations and same 
100 black and white sketches, ell of good quality, An 
introductory s&cfenacquaints us wrh inoipliotegy u : Ilia birds, 
their place m nature, and how to set about watching them. A 
oo r i eluding section ad us a number u- into resting bird 
anecdotes, describes bird habitats and gives hints on how lo 
set down observations cn birds that may be communicated, 
names anc addresses of expert on birds from Maharashtra 
and a bibliography of Marathi bird literature. At me pack are 
two maps of Maharashtra. one with lucaliuns uf aanfriuaries, 
nationai parks, heronries snd other sites of intercut. and 
anoll iei with dteUicl boundaries inviting ttia readers tn raennri 
their observations. An altogether sxccllcrr Effortby the author, 
Lho artists, ihn editors and publishers. T hte attractive litUe bock 
should draw many more young Maharashtrians, especially 
from rural areas|b the lasdnatlng world at birds. 

Madhav GarfQil 

□□ □□ 

THE DANCE OFTHE SARUS, ESSAYS OF A WANDERING 
NATTJ BALI ST. THEODORE BASKARAN, O. U. P. 24 0 P^$ r 
R.% ?95 

Theodcre Baek&mn was born to be a naturalist. Hi* 
childhood Wes 3perrt in Dharapuram in Tamil Nadu snd we 
learn that "when (he} was nefl live classroom, (he) wes either 
In this river or up in ona of the Kttdai seeiba tees' J although 
many young people who ;bve being out In the open, do uoi 
havreta passionate interest In the natural workd. By the time hs 
was an adult he had absorbed a considerable amount uf : 
m.iThendo knowledge aboul his surroundings. This serious 
mter^st was putt to good use wherever he was forced to 
Ayanderi' during his pollings a$ 3 civil s&rvant 


is a hrrl Thai hraacks in a small area of northern Russia and 
usually winters in habitats ranging from central Alnca through 
Sculh&ast Asia to Australia - and is not even supposed to be 
in Gallfomlft- £v$n rarer, q Wh&a-wingcd tom spent the me nth 
of September south of tti$ San Francisco Bay on E'khom 
Slough in Monterey County, only the second recondedsighting 
In California. Both events caused great excitement am one 
I he arse's hrrdwntnhem. And both events offer hopE ihat 
someday such sightings may be commonplacest Cutesy Fteto 
- at ll'iis sestoied strip dt land reclaimed after two centuries 
Iram the prefogabves of liumtm warfare, 

For more on ifie Grissy Field restoration,, check out trio 
Worto Wide Web" v/ww.nps.gov/goga/crissyp rim 


The- book jncter review consists of several well d&Fmed 
sections - Bkitfs Mammals, H&bilals, Issues and e secLiu 
on cfofiiestEcc.^eatursB. I will confine myself to the sectioj: cj- 
birds w-iticfr uUnlairiS umoli inform a timi in wtifch leaders cf 
!he Newsletter will oe interested. Beirg such □ good observer 
he hss always sometting significant to ssy isboutthe behaviour 
or habitBrt or history of th^ spades being describee 

White writing about the sarua crane In the glowirg terms 
which the bird merits, he remarks that Decause of the 
disappearance of wetlands (the prime nood of The oird) Thsy 
have begun to nest in poddy finirls, which ere temporary 
wetlands, snd as a r&sult they come Into conflict witr. fanners 
who mr^ni damage cone to Their crops. Appar&nlty the 
K hc-da area of Gujefatwas orice the favoured habitat of Thase 
cmnes. but the popuiatjon of ne-stirng pairs has riecflsaed fcy 
as mucf! as 15 per cent In roeont ysans. 

In the ivorid of birds which are an transient rind mobile, 
giving definite figures about (heir population is a hazardous 
undertaking. This is psatiaps oot imao^sibie in th€ ca^e of a 
bind like he great Incfran bustard so large end conspicuous in 
open country 1 . Yet I wa* surprised a\ ihe selScorfidanca of 
the author when he asssde that rn the Sanctuaries of 
Maliarasritra Gujatet, Rajasirian, M&dhya PradE^!!, 'j-elotsl 
population including the 14 in fiahriabennur is 745€, U al is 
lha fi^jjjre tor the 'whc-le country. For me it is £ surprise that so 
many of these brrds sri I remain. 

Desorifrng h® tamirlar eoen^ in Ranganlhitu during to& 
breeding season te wiitei , "As Ihe sun came up and ihe 
temperate re rose these storks came down lo ths water's udye 
to slake ibeir dvr$t Because of the gaps ,n U i^ir beaks, much 
water is sjd.t as they rase their heads to drink. Tu-j puor birds 
have to repeat the process a number oi limes before they can 
hevs their fill T This is a good example of careful observation. 

Whito in Ahmedaasd th-9 author noUccd a pair nt lapwings 
in an orjanftotd r anc by !l ielr general behaviour surmised lhat 
they v/ore nwlirg. He kepi a canefu : record of the ne&t, the 
e-ggs and Ihs fiatofilings ; ‘The chicks ... were barely a few 
days old when .... torrential rains .... poured down Incessantly 
throughout Ihe night.... A] first light I went uul and scanned 
the ground wrifi my binocuEans. li K^edible asitv/asThrsc chicks 
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were busy teedir-g, with parents keepings watctrful guard 
The rain h.ftd claimed nnly (cmaj c^uuliy. There seems io 
b# good Disaster Management \n fre lard world. 

He dto a similar *x^rcfee with a pair ol purpls-rumped 
sunblrds ir Sastri Nagar in Chennai, and saw the arrtira 
process ot fiest brjlldrng snd Sis Anal result '^Only the female 
was engaged in (he nesl building 11 and Ute male merely 
encouraged her by being around antf possibly alerting her to 
any danger. 'The material used in bulbing 1h& nest raftacted 
tr\*. surroundings: H was oooonufItons mcnaKv ar - On riia 7th day 
thy female occupied the nest, Sul the lirsts^g was laid on th# 
£)th r and the- second on the 11 feh . After I0 days, two ikiy phk 
blobs were found in Ihe ne*i i am surprise that in the 
Nfdif'cation fef the Birds of the British Empire, Stuart Baker 
gives no irxficaDlon of the incubation period, Salim Air and Hugh 
Whistler do not even refer to incubation Does it mean thai 
this is an area for further research 7 

The H alltong Phenomenon is an exciting chapter. This 
strange occurrence of a multitude of bird spectea crashing 
into petroma* lamps usually on misty October nights nemainB 
a mystery. While posted in ShUlong he left 'early in the morrtrsp 
massing through about ISO tons of primeval tore si, and alter 
crossing two rivnra hyfsny wq reached Haffeng Fitter nightfall 
in time to see the spectacle, ^During ihe night they had 41 listed 
16 species. ranging from the tiny paradise flynatoher to tee 
wadgs-tailed green pigeon. And at our spot 60 birds had bean 
picked up," 

One conocs feci mentior.eg by B&skausn is limt nil tht 
birds which died dashing intd the lights wer* diurnal blrdsmot 
a sing!? nocturnal species. Tbeow.'s and tos rtghljars cf whlsh 
they wem plenty around ware never Involved In This Hara Kti. 

The other chapters in Ihe bird Heteion (covering 63 pages 
in eT} ctea: with Jardpn's courser and Blown's ewi before theii 
re-discovery in Cuddapah in Andhra and Shnhada in Madhya 
PrErtfish, to the pelicans of KoJae-beSlur, ihe flamingos of 
Porbunder, arid the rnigrant whits storks ir. Bangalore. 
Aliogeihfir delightful reading, aj>d wall worth p^e*sstng. 

Zafer Fu&hatfy 

OP CO 

i! CORRESPONDENCE | 

BLACK-NECKED STORKS, SARU3 CRAMES AND 
DHONGO CHICKS. IV SHIVA KUMAfi, Corporals 
Communications, c/o. Indian Oit T A-1 , Sector d NOIDA 
201 SOI 

I would ifceto □onaborate, the observation made by K.S. 
Grpl Sundar of Wildlife Institute et India, where l ie eugejente 
counting o i bJack-nEcked Etnrfcs to ba undertaken in ihe dry 
season. 

Or 2dih June 19^9 I also look up the Sarus Surva-y tmd&r 
the- guidance of B,G. -Choudhury, Scientist of Wll. 
Ac-companylng me was my 9 year Did $on. Together we 
SKamin^d 7 sites and traveled nearly 100 km from dawn to 
dusk searching for the elusive sarus. We came across arty 
tou* pairs of sarus cranes snd all of them were found In the 
vicinity of water logged cultivated fields ir different p£rte of 


Mathura District. Excepting sne pair all others were found with 
The help oE villagers who had amp Is knowledge of their 
movements. 

Having stayed fn Mathura from 1991 to 139-6,1 was else 
aware of ttio various location* of too possible sites whe ra *a rus 
cranes occur. Rut to my dismay not one wa? foupri- at the 
designated spot Over the years, U lore is certainly a decrease 
In the number nf cranes sighted Irt -and e round the Main Lira 
district mainly du& to draining oi water oodtes and active 
cflnstmdiQn weric. In fact, sc desperate is !ho slluetirm bf ?mel| 
and big wellands vanishing lhal m 1h& year 1995,1 found ona 
pair of earns seekEng solace ric^t Insld* the 'thundering' 
Mathura Oil nefirary. They wsne resting m an isolated patch ui 
grassland close to the ecological park, which lurts a variety 
ol water birds. 

During fha &anj$ $urvay w? ventured into a hamlet loohi ng 
for 4 big“ birds as indfoated by villageFs near Chatty v!ljag&, We 
only saw egrets 'punching' into tire waters. Further ahead at 
fun isolated 6pot m a deep depression approxipi^tely 20 x 30 
feet across w* T\QiiQ &d iwo adult and Hirae Bub-adult bfeck- 
neeked storks, & pair of wblte-necked storks, a pa^r of spoon 
bills and three egrets engrossed in feeding. 

Unmindful cf our pnase^ce they seemud Io be in £= great 
hurry to finfsh ihalr fishy Snd imdST the hot summer sun. The 
lima was S p.m. 

ktost wetlands in and ai^und Mathura district dr>- out In 
Hue? blaring heat. Even ihe mighty Yamuna river lums mto a 
Irtekte stiracling various bird*. Only a tew secltjdad d&aj>vi , ater 
bodied altracL urranaa and this ffs nbvtously th$ rlghl tlm& to 
take up a count not omy of tha blackmecked slortt but also 
the white-necked stork, iha sponnhill r ibis, pa; nted storks £to- 
The count cf 1*5* texotic' birds like egr'ete should also be tokc-n 
up to keep a liend of increase or rlacraase In their number. 
Bummer like winter cap be a good season to go bird watching, 
courting &nc plwEo-grapNng f 0 s " avid omllhnlpglat?. 

Mr. B.C. Choudhury of Wll should in future yesfs Include 
otopr cranes and storks Fpr his survey and also unsure ltia± 
Ebs 'unproiseted' water bodies ba given protection by the 
anvlronment friendly vallagsrs, who will the r^sJ guardians 
ofthe sarus cranes In Ilia coming years. Propaganda through 
regional snd local r>*wspapera is vital to atert ti-a rustfu folk 
abotrl the importance of safeguarding our avian heritage. 

□□□□ 

5IGHTTUGS OF THE EUHOPEAN ROLLER (CORACIAS 
GARRULUS) AMD OROWBiLLED DHOMGO {DICRURUS 
ANNEOTANS) IN CORBETT TlOER RESERVE, UTTAR 
PRADESH,INDIA, JWA4A 1 BARUA, Sarua Bfrav&n W7 r M,C.' 
Road, Uzan Bazaar, Guwahatii 701 001 1 Assam, India. 

European Roller Corack is g&mtius 

On 1? May 199S, Aniruddha MukheFjs-s find I were 
watotingbinds amuiid DhikhaiainCorb#ttT|g$-Re5ec^e. Uttai 
Pind-ssh. At about 06-35 hra we saw a roller perched an □ 
Halcu Adfna ccrdifoSd bee on ihn hnnks of the Ramge^ga 
river. On cl age r observation we noted the following 
characteristics; Crown, nape, ear-covens, brsar^i and t&$K of 
underpay aquamarine blue: mantle and terliafe cinnamon- 
brown; blue greatercov^rte becoming darker tov^ardsmedian 
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a-id lessei ooverlt-; blade prEm^rtee M secondares; tluetafl 
with dark comers. 


The bird was Idsntllted as an sdult European roller Ccracias 
garrulits* being ea-arly distinguished item the Indian rol ar C. 

tyy r its black flight faa:hora (v. oanded dark and 
light) end imifamly light b!u^ breast and uncerparts (v. b\m 
r nrn r ntnd rn abdomen and varif) Far comparisar. there were 
botn Indian rollers and dollarfclrds Eurystomus oriental is on a 
n^LLrby Iiegi. 


The European rollers a breading summer visitor to West 
Pakistan, Jammu & Kashmir it migrates to Arable and 
presumably Africa in autumn, commonly passing through S«nd> 
Hajaslhar arid Northern Gujarat {All and Ripley 1 
CarimnwH eJ a'L 19SSJ. Although Corootl Trg&i ReserveFs not 
wflftln its normal migration route, them have been instances 
of oirds straggling to parts or Uttar Rracfesh, Madhys Fractesh 
(£e*n r'^trlnt) sm.rth through Maher&shtraiDhulfl.Kha.-idgra, 
Romb^y) to Karnataka (Karwar). 


CrowbilledDnongo (Dicrun js annecten$) 

On 13 Mny I 9$S \ ncccmpnniod Plshnrl NaomJI to monitor 
the nest of a esserfish &agla ichfoycphaga hutrM Situated 
on the Dhikhalc-Dhangarhi road. At about ij DD hr? I name 
aerc&s = mixed-species flock in The forest patch where the 
nett was located. It consisted of nirds such as fulvnush-nnsfeil 
woodpecker Dgndrocopcs mace/, I ess 5 " yel gwnape P.'cos 
citiarotopfrub, parade Terpsfphone paradisr. blucthroated 
Cyomis and tickeir'sb:ueflycatchers C. wckelii&tr 
haircras^ed drangp Dloruru$ hnit&FTlob'JS, etc. While watching 
the Nods my attention was drawn towards a dr ongc thai locked 
markedly different from IF to lii-jiranaaterf drongoa that were 
foraging nearby l reteef fls main ciaracfefs which ca r. be 
summarised as folfows . 


S.ze and general colouration Similar to that o: the black 
dionyu Dicrurus maaracercas: structurally catering from 
D. macrocereus oy broac'ar and less deeply larked £a'i 
tellhough rat as brood as In D. hnmnfotus)\ rather stout anc 
ihick bill (unlike D. rracrocsrsus} and somewhat moree:ccky 
In appearance than olher rirangos. 


I recognised the cird as a cncwhrterl rirongo Dlcnjrus 
annectnrs as the "blunt'tail and a stouter, thicker bil han 
oth&r drongos are characteristic of inis apentea The only other 
spides.it cm be confused with rs :he black, but the latter has 
a deeply forked tail and a thinner bill Moreover, the bla:k 
dmngc tends to prefer uuen areas arid light woodland whsnSse 
the crowbilled is seldom metaway ficm forest where ft tends 
lo t-ragB in the middle stor^v rather than from exposed 
treetops. F est familiar with both crowbiNadand hlsflkdrongos 
after living seen them several times in northeastern Incia. 


Although Lis seasonal movements of Ihe-cro.vbil eddre-rgo 
nre imperfectly known, it is a summer visitor <n r resident, 
subject to seasonal movencms} to the Himalayan footfii Is 
frnm North Uttar Peacesh (Kumaon) easl Id Arunachal 
Pradesh, and no rift-east India (Grimmeti el atf , i gge r Ali and 
Ripley 1963). 


Discussion 

These a. r e the ''iral iecord.4 of th[] Europsan roller and 
□mwh-ned drongo from Corbett Tger htessrve {Qrewal and 


Sahg&i 1995). The former is a stragg.er to She area as the 
reserve cces nnl iFe with n l _ e usual migration routs. Tha 
"jewbllled drongo is pre&iimably a summer ViSstOr the ere^ 
aid henoe has been overlooked due To the paucity of 
observations during this season. 
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GREAT PIED HORMBILL IN THE EASTERN SLOPES 
OF NILGERIS. A. BHOOPATHY (Advisor), Kotegti WJidiife and 
Environment AssvciatiQP, 4/65, SdOkxlhv. Aiiivunu 343 261, 
The Mifgfns r T.N. 
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NO SIGHTING OF SULTAN TIT IN PERIYAR TTGER 
RESERVE. H.S.A. YAHYA, Centre for Wildlife & Ornithology, 
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh 202 C02 


S nee Mr. Ghaah had not manltan-ad Ih^ sotontlfln rnm^ In 
his no:a (NLBW J£: 1), S ga- confused ahojf the bird which is 
rsgielted- '«VhaT I meant in my r ot-n fNI RW 39: 3} was °#rtJS 
xanthogenys. Thanks to Mr. S. Kahhikeyan (NLDW 33 l vj for 
pulntiriy oejJ tho mistake. I h ave never sighted ary Melanochofe 
Sii/fea&a in the a 5riyar Tiger Ras&;v^, nor is Uls ^ ary sujIi 
reference. 


The f g rest of the eastsm slosea of the NNgiris is t- e ha sitat 
of lbs great pied humbjfJ (Buczros bioomis). Unfnnmatefy rt 
Is lieing fragmented by tnba' setflemdnt and oofTs^ plsntallons. 
Even in co%s estates the origi-&l fig and ohe T J rufl i'so 
ngnesaftryfor hombilfs) ars t-eing replaced by the slhreroak. 


Dote nf 
SpmEnfi 

Place ol 

Spohing 

Taluk 

Wo, £>f 
Bird? 

ia-os-90 

Arciysor 

Koragiri 

2 

92-02-91 

Arakltcdu 

-dc- 

1 

t-4-oa-p; 1 

entry siopt 

-dc- 

1 


Kcnavak^n BJgpe 

™d<> 

1 

1{5-'2"93 

Kcllkcrai 

-dc- 

2 

21-03-&4 

Kimjpap'iai 

-dfi- 

f 

02^02-&5 

Medanadu 

-dJ' 

2 

07-ftMS 

Manila 

-do- 

1 

03^4 -fift 

Vagapans; 

-do- 

2 

09-3S-95 

Lowerdrocg 

Coonoor 

2 

tp-OMd/ 

Kallcar 

Kctagi^i 

2 

99-01-99 

GJlomi^anar^ii Vrllagp 

-co- 

1 

17-0^-99 

Kalloor 

Co- 

2 


Wes ha vs hnnn v^alcnlng the great pied lO.Tlhill fni-rtl 1990- 
99 in the ferast and coffoe jvlanfcations of eastern s:cijme in 
NNgiris: Ardyoor, Arakodu, Cliffy siop&^OFffiVfikora a opes. 



Kolikorai, JCunjapani, M&danadu. Marvsla ard V$galpnnl Ws 
hsvn rHcxjrciHrl iln visits in summer, and oeoiveen midd e of 
February to ^nd May. But m Hi^ year 1997 we watched tlier 
Trciji Dfiosmbei ISth tc January lOti 1993 il the Kclikara* 
area, im the- Kalloer area we- spotted theT on 10th September 
i993. Wc rgve gathered ihe roSluwing details and also a 
photograph while it was perdhirg on a dry hranrh In a anffee 
plantation in Kolfkarai village. 

□□CP 

ARRIVAL OF SPOTBILLED PELICANS AT UPPALAPADU. 

K. MPUTTUASUfAYA RAO A ND K RAM AN A KUMAR, 
S*crefaq/, VANA VtKASA, D. AM 10-3-M2 Psrt/tffflhM.', MG. 
RMdU&patSa5 jS£ 10 7, Artfhra Pradesh 

The Uppelapedu villa qs In about 7 krtia from Giint.iT nr 
GunLjru -Tenali Road via Naridrvelugu in Andhra Pradesh of 
Guntur district. The vif .“£0 Wfitertank ec vnry go-nrl rcfugn-n for 
vaiious spoci&s cf birds. This tank is. a unique refuges for 
birds throughout thu year. Thislypo of habitats or water bird 
sanctuaries are few in IncSe. Several water b : rd sanctuaries 
shelter the birds for 5 to 7 months only. Not only sheltering 
thousands: of binds, this tank is also the breed ng site for various 
species of birds. 

35 spe^es uF nsritteriL and moratory birds vfeit LJiis tank. 

From 19^9-90 OH wards the tank is being Observed for bird 
likr TIih i^siritml hird.H such wg chII 1 ^ pgr«fo v lifIFa eg ret?, little 
contiorante, <7pen brllec stocks, night herons were roosting 
on "prosopiE' Other local birds Ilka Jarcan^s, moorhens spoi 
billed ducks efo., were also residing In the tank. I he tank is a 
very good refugee for cattle egrets. The roosting population 
of cattle egret varies accord : ng to seasons from 1DEJQ to 
10, COD. Few cattle egrels are breading at thin sitn 2Dft to 
20C0 little cormorants roost in the tank. There is no nesting 
activity or little coririomnLS In he tank. 17iu tank is also a very 
good refuge* for ebout roosting 1500 night herons. Night 
herufw are also breeding in the tank. Chestnut and veil™ 
bitterns were also seen m Typha around shallow water body. 
Curing 19(32-54 white ibis, psinled sforkt, gJossy ibis arrived 
at the tank. White ibis increased iheif numbers- from 200 to 
1DQ0. They are breeding in the tank. Tire nurubHr of o^inted 
.storks Increased from 5 to 350 with 90 active nesTS. Glossy 
ibi& are occasions! visitors to tine tank Spoon bills a™ also 
rroesfonal visitors to the tank but the number is 2 to 4 only. 
The number of open billed storks at the beginning were 200 
tofiriQ Inter reached to 3500. There were 7000 open bills during 
November 1998 w th 300 nasls and 5000 numbers in 
November, I G99 wfth .^no nests A good number cr resy 
pastors visit tliis tank. Their number ranges from 300 Io 10,000. 
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During January 1999one spot-b;lled pelican visited the tank 
and stayed for 3 weeks During Ore wee-r of January 2000.26 
nelfoann rrrivnd and they are? mating and have started III ei r 
nesting activities. 

The filacers are bitteriy comp: fining that the water is getting 
nr-ltutEd duBtu exorsE^ of birds. Th ay are c aiming 11 i^L iuhFrig, 
rashes and other skin diseases ate spreading due to po Inti on 
■:i[ water by bifd draping^. The dii dre^. women and elderly 
people a^ suHedng severely and want to get rid o* birds from 
tee tank. 

It was stated by Sri Peddi Apo^jL Saipan oh of Uppalapadu 
that the P&nchayal wamsto out the tml re remaining ponion 
of vegetation in the tarK and wants tc uoriKlruot bur d auro^ 
it or lo daar errira vegetal or during March/April of this yes p . 
so ll^l Use bude will l&ave rhe lank permanent^. 

Two years age? D.F O, Sn K.V.S. Subrsmanyam opened an 
non nlub at LJppalnpaffu high school. On 3.2.2000 
Sn B Amanda Mohan, DFQ, Gunfjr vi&iled dl* tinK afoig 
with us and made somo suggestions to the high school head 
nas-ter and others e.T Uppalapadu. 

Sri Peddr Appajs. Sarpanch of Uppaapadu airanged 
sptruirtrnerrt v/ilh M.L.A., on 17.2.2000, V^e along with 
Sri Appaji Sri M Seelharamaiah ol Uppalapadu, 
Sri B SutriiakEr, Sri E L Nttrayana and Sri KL SnniwiBE Kumnr 
of Bapalfo met M.L.A., Sri Makineni Peda Ratnaiah and 
rep-’eseriled die problem and have requested him to taks 
necessary action for protecting Ihe tank. Ever though he was 
very busy at lhat time, he was fund enough to hoar all th£ 
history of iNs bird hafrtat and the problems and has given an 
assurdiiue Lu pruiecl Itie habitat and also to solve tho wader 
problem. He h^s assured Further development of the habite:. 
planting cf bird atlr^cliny Ire+^K 

We request you to hfilp us in oui efforts Ly wnling to tFie Chi el 
kllnlflterfif A.P , Prirmlpd Chief Gonser^or and Chfe^V^ildlife 
Warder ol Andhra Fsadesh, naquestiig them [u proton; this 
Unique heronry. 

□□ □□ 

ERRATA 

The note on duettfng by dromgo cjckoos in ML6 W 39 \5): 72 wee 
flurhorec faintly by K.ii. Gopi' ^unsiar ^nd Rajah JayaaL Omise.!oii ij 
Hie- ^i:sr's name ;f. nogrettet. 

Afl fcr|h 0 C 6 H 0 Of crongo cuckoo, Wnght (Ushra Dun. 1957) has 
fr-nfir-ied :he obsorjation fiiCOI Jstl rnort LI \m\ Lwq iJecanJo* earlier 
by Osmaston in Bird* DaF . m Dun 3 nd Adjacent HINa (1035). 

In Th* article written Dy l-L Daniel W^s ey u Nesl Sites of SurjUird* 
in NLDW 39fM. 7& re&c Lhs name ol the morkey uucurring in 
Tlianjavur ac Bonnet Sfonkpy, 

_ ritilof 

Covei - Mate Ros^rin^ed P^reheet (Psittauuia kramcr?) This 
fllJurinri grass green coloured parakeet with gherry red hooked 
beak, prelers tc live in flocke. Tlie Flocks ccllect to most in large 
avenue anrl groves, iwelJi.ig Jong distances Irom their 
feeding grounds in swifl dkect fli^jlil, uLLer rig bud shriH rr.^lls. 
Presently their numbers have declined alarmingly due to .oss 
of avenue ir&*s -andn&^ling site®, and the Dnyou:y pcS Irnria. 

Pfrvio: S. Sridhnr, ARPS 





